This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 



BLACK BORDERS 

TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
FADED TEXT 
ILLEGIBLE TEXT 
SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 
COLORED PHOTOS 

BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHI TE DARK PHOTOS 
GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



UNrTED STATES DEPARTMEISTT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARK 
Washington, D.C. 2QS31 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



INTERVIEW SUMMARY 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



I 



PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 



All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(2) bJ(L Ufr^A \/A-u U^PTo > >y ^ (4)_ 



Date of Interview. 



Type: □ Telephonic □ Televideo Conference H^ersonal (copy is given to □ applicant ^Applicant's representative). 
Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: J?fves □ No If yes, brief description: 

Agreement □ was reached, □ was not reached. ^/iV X^*^ 



Claim(s) discussed:^_£ - 

Identification of prior art discussed: _ 



Description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was reached, or any other comments: 



7, 



( A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments, if available, which the examiner agreed would render the claims allowable 
must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments which would render the claims allowable is available, a summary thereof must be 
attached.) 

□ it is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview. 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked to indicate to the contrary. A FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
IS NOT WAIVED AND MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office 
action has are ready been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. 

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an attachment to another form. 



FORM PTOL-413 (REV 2-98) 




Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 713.04 Substance of Interview must Be Made of Record 



Except as otherwise provided, a complete written statement as to the substance of anyjace-to-face or telephone intejyiew with regard to an application 
made of record in the application, whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 
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(b) In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at he 
interview as warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as speeded in §§ 1 .111 
and 1.135. (35U.S.C. 132) 

S 1 2 Business to be transacted in writing. All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of 
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7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by the examiner. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



1. 



(Previously presented) A common platform for use with a host computer capable of 



controlling more than one type of equipment sensors, said common platform comprising: 
a host interface for communicating with said host computer; 
a control interface for communicating with an equipment sensor; 
a memory for storing bootloader software; and 

a processor coupled to said memory, said host interface and said control interface; 
said processor executing said bootloader software for performing the steps of: 

downloading extension software into said memory; 

executing the extension software; 

under the control of the extension software, determining the type of said equipment 



sensor; 



responsive to a result of the determining step, downloading application software 



corresponding to the type of equipment sensor into Sciid memory; and 



executing said application software. 



2. 



(Original) The common platform of Claim 1, wherein said application software 



produces steps to configure said common platform to perform a predetermined function. 



3. 



(Original) The common platform of Claim 1, wherein said equipment sensor is 



removably attached to said common platform. 
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4. (Original) The common platform of Claim 1 , wherein said host interface complies 
with a standard selected from a set of standards comprising Universal Serial Bus standard and 
RS232 standard. 

5. (Original) The common platform of Claim 1 , further comprising a power control 
module for providing power to said common platform from a power source selected from a set of 
power sources consisting of a power source embedded in said common platform, a power source 
provided from said host computer, and a power source external to said common platform and 
external to said host computer. 

6. (Original) The common platform of Claim 5, wherein said equipment sensor is 
selected from a group of equipment sensors consisting of an alignment sensor, a gravity sensor, and 
an image-capturing device for capturing images of objects. 

7. (Original) The common platform of Claim 1 , wherein said processor sends 
information to said host computer indicating at least one of the following: 

the type of said equipment sensor; 

the version of said equipment sensor; and 

the version of said application software that has been loaded to said memory. 

8. (Original) The common platform of Claim 1, wherein said application software 
interfaces with said host computer to cause said host computer to run drivers corresponding to the 
function which said common platform is being performed. 
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9. (Original) The common platform of Claim 8, wherein said bootloader software is stored 
in a first memory and said application software is stored in a second memory. 



10. (Original) The common platform of Claim 9, wherein said first memory is a 
non- volatile memory. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) A common platform for use with a host computer capable of 
controlling more than one type of equipment sensors, said common platform comprising: 

a host interface for communicating with said host computer; 

a control interface for communicating with an equipment sensor; 

a memory for storing bootloader software and application software; and 

a processor coupled to said memory, said host interface and said control interface; 

said processor configured for executing said bootloader software to perform the steps of: 

downloading extension software into said memory; 

executing the extension software; 

under the control of the extension software, determining the type of said equipment 

sensor; 

determining whether said application software stored in said memory matches the 
type of said equipment sensor; 

if said application software matches said equipment sensor, then executing said 
application software; 
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if the application software does not match said equipment sensor, then downloading 
new application software corresponding to said equipment sensor into said memory. 

12. (Previously presented) A method for preparing a common platform for use with a 
host computer capable of controlling more than one type of equipment sensors connected to said 
common platform, the method comprising the steps of: 

reading bootloader software stored in said common platform; 
executing the bootloader software; 

under the control of the bootloader software, downloading extension software into said 
common platform; 

executing the downloaded extension software; 

under the control of the downloaded extension software, determining the type of equipment 
sensor connected to said common platform; 

downloading application software corresponding to the type of said equipment sensor to 
said common platform; and 

configuring said common platfomi to perform a predetermined function. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, further comprising a step of sending a signal to 
said host computer indicating the existence of said common platform. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein said equipment sensor is selected from 
a group of equipment sensors consisting of an alignment sensor, a gravity sensor, and an 
image-capturing device for capturing images of objects. 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein before the step of downloading 
application software, the method further comprises a step of sending information to said host 
computer indicating at least one of the following: 

the type of said equipment sensor; 

the version of said equipment sensor; and 

the version of said application software that has been loaded to said common platform. 

1 6. (Previously presented) A method for preparing a common platform for use with a 
host computer capable of controlling more than one type of equipment sensors connected to said 
common platform, the method comprising the steps of: 

reading bootloader software stored in said common platform; 

downloading extension software into said common platform; 

determining the type of equipment sensor connected to said common platform; and 

determining whether application software stored in said common platform matches the type 
of said equipment sensor; 

if said application software matches the type of said equipment sensor, then executing said 
application software; 

if said application software does not match the type of said equipment sensor, then 
downloading new application software corresponding to said equipment sensor type into said 
common platform; and 

configuring said common platform to perform a predetermined function. 

WDC99 950303-1 .010473.0601 



1 7. (Previously presented) A common platform for use with a host computer capable of 
controlling more than one type of equipment sensors, said common platform comprising: 

a host interface for communicating with said host computer; 
a control interface for communicating with an equipment sensor; 
a memory for storing bootloader software and application software; and 
a processor coupled to said memory, said host interface and said control interface; 
said processor configured for executing said bootloader software to perform the steps of: 
downloading extension software into said memory; 
identifying a type of said equipment sensor to said host computer; 
identifying the version of said application software stored in said memory to said host 
computer; 

said host computer then determining whether said application software stored in said 
memory matches the type of said equipment sensor; 

if said application software matches said equipment sensor, then causing said common 
platform to execute said application software; and 

if said application software does not match said equipment sensor, then downloading new 
application software corresponding to said equipment sensor into said memory. 

1 8. (Previously presented) The common platform of claim 1 , wherein the common 
platform transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the 
processor downloads the application software corresponding to the equipment sensor from the host 
computer. 
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1 9. (Previously presented) The common platform of claim 1 1 , wherein the common 
platform transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the 
processor downloads the new application software corresponding to the equipment sensor from the 
host computer. 

20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the common platform 
transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the application 
software corresponding to the type of the equipment sensor is downloaded from the host computer. 

21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the common platform 
transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the application 
software corresponding to the type of the equipment sensor is downloaded from the host computer. 

22. (Previously presented) The common platform of claim 17, wherein the common 
platform transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the 
application software corresponding to the type of the equipment sensor is downloaded from the host 
computer. 

23. (Previously presented) A common platform for use with a host computer capable of 
controlling more than one type of equipment sensors, said common platform comprising: 

host interface means for communicating with said host computer; 
control interface means for communicating with an equipment sensor; 
memory means for storing bootloader software; and 
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processor means, coupled to said memory, said host interface and said control interface, for 
executing said bootloader software to perform the steps of: 

determining the type of said equipment sensor; and 
downloading application software corresponding to the type of equipment sensor into said memory 
means. 

24. (Previously presented) The common platform of claim 23, wherein the common 
platform transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the 
application software corresponding to the type of the equipment sensor is downloaded from the host 
computer. 

25. (Previously presented) A common platform for use with a host computer capable of 
controlling more than one type of equipment sensors, said common platform comprising: 

host interface means for communicating with said host computer; 
control interface means for communicating with an equipment sensor; 
memory means for storing bootloader software; and 

processor means, coupled to said memory, said host interface and said control interface, for 
executing said bootloader software to perform the steps of: 
determining the type of said equipment sensor; and 

determining whether said application software stored in said memory means matches the 
type of said equipment sensor; 

if said application software matches said equipment sensor, then executing said application 
software; and 
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if the application software does not match said equipment sensor, then downloading new 
application software corresponding to said equipment sensor into said memory means. 

26. (Previously presented) The common platform of claim 25, wherein the common 
platform transfers information collected by the equipment sensor to the host computer and the 
application software corresponding to the type of the equipment sensor is downloaded from the host 
computer. 
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